A  SHORT HISTORY OF OUR TIMES
and an offensive in the Ardennes, both of which failed. During the next ten days both French and British were in full retreat under the pressure of superior numbers, and often in danger of losing touch with each other and being defeated in detail. The retreat of the one army involved the retreat of the other, and General French, the British Commander-in-Chief, complained dut he was left uninformed of the movements of his AUy. At a critical moment he reported, to the dismay of die Cabinet, that being in danger of complete isolation, he proposed to go back behind the Seine, but Lord Kitchener, who was sent to France to deal with the emergency, fortunately succeeded in bringing the French and British commanders together and restoring their communications. The retreat from Mons will always be remembered for the stubborn resistance of bodi armies, and splendid incidents like the rear-guard action of the British under General Smith-Dorrien at Le Gateau, but die general situation at the begiiming of September was one of extreme danger, and it seemed very doubtful if Paris could be saved. The French Government, indeed, had taken die precaution of evacuating Paris and transferring the seat of Government to Bordeaux.
Fortunately for the Allies, the Germans too were making
mistakes.   Miscalculating in their turn the strength of British
and French, they transferred two army corps from France to
meet the Russian attack on East Prussia—an attack which
in spite of its ultimate failure thus rendered a priceless service
to die Allies.   The German force was now insufficient for
die original design, and General von Billow being seriously
direatened near Guise called for help from the right flank
General von Kluck, which was intended to descend on
from die west   Von Kluck responded, but in so doing
d& whole Kne of his march and now directed it to the
fastaul of as originally intended, to the west of Paris,
lewittg dbe Fteadh. to die west and north of him and ignoring
Or ibigettimg die British force to the south.   He seems to have
'luppoted dmt die British had been effectively defeated and that
die Pfcach, Sixdi Army tinder Manoury, which lay on his
flank and rear, was too weak to be formidable.   These mis-
calcuktions w%re  to  provide  General Joffre,  die   French
Commander-in-Chief, and General GaJlieni, who commandedthe Austrian war-makers a unique opportunity.a was tinambiguously expressed on an issue clearly c^lafaed to than, fe order to place that beyond doubt the King imbted that the Parliament Bill, which had been read a fest tone in the Hoose of Commons, should be submitted to the House of Lords also befoire the election, and to that Asquith agreed* tordsf* Commons and jmbEc were thus apprised in of the proposals which were now submitted to theut Egypt by giving
